UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA
CENTRE FOR DISTANCE AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

@e59)@D8 308 (D18 -0 Hbednw) ubfeens 300 ®008- b 2025
swsCsiay ufl s (Qareflari]-yglw um_ggl 1 ib) 300 augy @FidFd) i ib - wriré 2025
Bachelor of Arts (External - New Syllabus) Examination 300 Level — March 2025

GRSE 301: Greek and Roman Literary Theory
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Answer 05 questions selecting at least two from each part.  There are 10 questions in the question paper.

Part 1 - Greek Literary Theory
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1. What are the fundamental notions of literary criticism reflected in Aristophanes’ Frogs? Explain.
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2. ‘Plato’s Theory of Forms explains why he chose to banish all imitative art from his ideal state.” How

far would you agree with this statement? Give your reasons.
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3. What are the key characteristics expected of a tragic hero according to Aristotle’s Poetics? How do

they contribute to the arousal of pity and fear? Discuss with reference to the text.
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4. Critically analyse the key similarities and differences between Plato’s and Aristotle’s conception of

Art as reflected in their respective works.
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10.

How does Longinus describe the concept of sublimity? Elucidate with reference to his On the Sublime.
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Part 2- Roman Literary Theory
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What according to Cicero should be the guidelines for educating the ideal orator? Discuss.
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‘Horace in his Ars Poetica offers practical advice to a new poet.” Do you agree? Give your reasons
with appropriate examples from the text.
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How does Quintilian characterize the relationship between the student and the teacher? Analyze.
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What are some of the reasons given by the Roman critics for the decadence of oratory/poetry?

Comment choosing ONE literary critic studied.
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What are the fundamental elements of oratory that Tacitus discusses in his Dialogue on Oratory?
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(Each question gets 20 marks)

Page 2 of 2



